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Promoting, Protecting, and Enhancing
Agriculture and Rural Living

Agricultural Services staff work diligently to carry out the Agricultural Service Board’s (ASB)
goal of promoting, protecting, and enhancing agriculture and rural living in a sustainable
manner. Red Deer County works with landowners, industry, and businesses to manage and
control weeds, pests, diseases, and to promote agriculture throughout the County.

RED DEER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SERVICES BOARD
Every rural municipality in Alberta has
an appointed Agricultural Service Board
(ASB). The primary function of the
ASB is to assist producers to achieve
sustainable agricultural production
as well as considering environmental
and social issues as they relate to
agriculture. Red Deer County has a
long history with the Alberta Agriculture
and Forestry Agriculture Service Board
Program, stretching over 60 years. In
fact, Red Deer County became the
second ASB in the province on January
1, 1945.
Residents and landowners are
encouraged to attend ASB meetings,
which are open to the public and are
held every couple of months at the
Red Deer County Centre. For further information, including
future ASB meetings, agendas and inquires, contact the
Agricultural Services department or visit the Red Deer
County Website.
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WEEDS

ROADSIDE WEED CONTROL
Red Deer County employs a hands-on approach to weed management within the County, through various Weed
Inspection and Weed Control programs. By using multiple control methods, such as mechanical mowing, hand-pulling,
herbicide application, seeding, and weed inspections, as well as actively involving landowners and maintaining weed
management records, the County can limit the spread of invasive weeds in an efficient and proactive way.
Under the Weed Control Act and Regulations, Noxious and Prohibited Noxious weeds must be controlled or eradicated.
All public and private landowners, including the County, have an obligation to prevent the growth, propagation, and spread
of these weeds.
Noxious weeds are highly invasive and can pose a significant threat to agriculture and the environment. They must be
controlled. Of the 29 weed species listed as Noxious in Alberta, some of the most commonly found Noxious weeds within
Red Deer County are Canada Thistle, Common Tansy, White Cockle, Oxeye Daisy, Yellow Toadflax, and Leafy Spurge.
Prohibited Noxious weeds pose a serious threat to agriculture and the environment and therefore must be eradicated.
There are 44 weed species listed as Prohibited Noxious in Alberta, and 10 have been found in Red Deer County. These
include Himalayan Balsam, Bighead Knapweed, Flowering Rush, and Orange Hawkweed.
Additionally, local municipalities may raise a weed of concern to Noxious or Prohibited Noxious status. Red Deer County
has raised Absinthe Wormwood and Wild Caraway to Noxious Status, which means within Red Deer County they must be
controlled.

WEED CONTROL PROGRAMS

Weed control is a very important focus for Red Deer County. Through various
programs, we provide comprehensive weed control in the County to ensure Noxious
and Prohibited Noxious weeds do not negatively impact agricultural production. We
actively work to control invasive weeds in the County and to educate residents on
control measures.

Roadside Trucks
Red Deer County has two trucks dedicated to traveling more than 3000 kms of roadsides, selectively spraying noxious
weeds, vegetation that creates sightline issues, and brush within the right of way. We also use other equipment to target
areas that cannot be reached by the dedicated roadside trucks. This program minimizes the effect on native and beneficial
species while still getting rid of the invasive weeds and the undesirable brush. This program starts after May 15, and ends
in the fall (weather dependent).
Spot Spraying
When roadside trucks cannot reach the area of concern, the County has two spot spray trucks and two UTV’s, all with
booms, hoses and handgun applications that can be deployed. These specialized pieces of equipment can get into tight
areas, handle rough terrain and allow control of specialized sites. When residents report weed concerns, this equipment
keeps the roadside trucks on schedule and handles concerns on an individual basis.

VEGETATION CONTROL AGREEMENTS
Vegetation Control Agreements offer landowners the option to opt out of roadside weed control on County right-of-ways
(ditches and roadsides) immediately adjacent to their property from May 15 to October 31 annually. When a Vegetation
Control Agreement is in place, the landowner agrees to control all Prohibited and Noxious weeds and brush in the
agreement areas. If the landowner has not achieved adequate control of weeds and brush prior to August 1 of each year,
Red Deer County reserves the right to effect weed and brush control by any measures deemed necessary, including
mowing, brushing, and chemical control using herbicides. May 15 is the deadline to apply for a Vegetation Control
Agreement.
Requirements include:
• Must be a Red Deer County landowner and agreement must be for roadside areas immediately adjacent to that
property.
• Landowner is responsible for weed and brush control in the no spray areas for the duration of the agreement.
• Brush and regrowth must be maintained to a height not greater than 2 feet.
• Regulated weeds must be controlled as per the Weed Control Act.
• Brush and weeds must be controlled prior to August 1.
• Red Deer County “Landowner Controlled Vegetation” signs must be posted for the duration of the agreement; $30
deposit per sign required. Homemade signs are not valid.
• New vegetation control agreements will be accepted until May 15 annually.
• Once implemented Vegetation Control Agreements will remain in force, from year to year, unless terminated by Red
Deer County or the landowner.
• Landowners must supply evidence of general liability insurance coverage of not less than $2 million per incident.
Please call Agriculture Services at 403.342.8654 for additional information on Vegetation Control Agreements and to sign
up for the program.
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WEED MANAGEMENT

WEED INSPECTION
Throughout Red Deer County, the approach to weed inspecting is through early detection. Early detection allows
Agriculture Services to address weed concerns and educate landowners while the infestation is in its infancy. A control
plan is created for the infestation, allowing the landowner to manage and inexpensively control their weeds.
Each year, Red Deer County employs four weed inspectors; three rural inspectors and one municipal inspector. Under
the Alberta Weed Control Act, inspectors have the ability to enter onto public and private land at a reasonable time to
inspect for weeds and monitor for compliance. If and when an inspector finds a Noxious or Prohibited Noxious weed on
the property, they will inform the landowner and document the inspection with a Weed Report. The Weed Report allows
for prompt communication with the landowner about the location, size and type of infestation, and to move forward with
a weed control plan. If a landowner is not willing to work with the Weed Inspector and fails to comply with their request to
control Prohibited Noxious or Noxious weeds, they may receive a Weed Notice; a legal document notifying the landowner
of a weed infestation and setting a firm deadline for control. If the County has to act to control the weed infestation, the
cost of weed control action will be billed to the landowner.
In a partnership that began in 2010, Red Deer County
contracts weed inspection services to the Towns of
Innisfail and Sylvan Lake. The intent of this program
is to address urban weed concerns before they can
spread to surrounding agricultural lands.

2017 STATS:
Total Cases of Weed Concerns: 1491

For more information about Red Deer County Weed
Inspection Program, please contact 403.342.8654.

Weed Reports: 2089
Weed Notices: 20
90% Landowner Compliance

REPORT A WEED

FENCE LINE AGREEMENT
While performing the Roadside Weed Control Program, crews were noticing a trend among the weeds they were finding.
A large majority of the weeds were showing up along the headlands and corners of fields where neither the landowner,
nor County sprayer could reach with their equipment. A lot of this was caused by responsible herbicide application as
well, in that both parties were avoiding applying herbicide outside of their property lines. However, the weeds don’t follow
property lines and are able to flourish relatively undisturbed in these niche areas.
To help deal with this situation Red Deer County ASB came up with the idea of the Fence Line Weed Control Program.
Through this program landowners can sign up with the County and County sprayers will enter their lands and spray from
the landowner’s side of the fence through to the ditch, taking care of any weeds or brush that are of concern. We’ve found
that this program can be really beneficial in helping landowners catch up on these weed infestations in tough to get areas.
If you would like more information about the Fence Line Weed Control Program, or would like to sign up, contact
Agricultural Services at 403.342.8654 or visit www.rdcounty.ca.

A major change is in place for the Fence Line Weed Control Program for 2018. Red
Deer County is removing all costs to the landowner. Previously, there has been a
$100 per half mile fee for the County to control weeds along a fence line between
the County right of way and private land. With the removal of that fee, Agriculture
Services is opening up the work to not only be done by UTV’s but also by County
roadside spray trucks. This will allow for spraying through the fence onto private
land to get rid of weeds and brush in that troublesome no-mans-land. For more
information on this updated program, contact Red Deer County Agricultural
Services at agriculture@rdcounty.ca or 403.342.8654.

Help stop the spread of invasive species

If you spot a Prohibited-Noxious or Noxious weed in Red
Deer County, contact Agricultural Services by phone at
403.342.8654 or by email at agriculture@rdcounty.ca

ERADICABLE WEEDS AGREEMENT
Please supply the weed location, type or description, and your contact information (name and number). The County
will dispatch a Weed Inspector to inspect the area and follow-up on the concern in a timely fashion. All reported weed
concerns are kept confidential. Note: Agricultural Services asks for patience with reported weeds concerns on privatelyowned land as the department goes through the necessary due process prior to taking direct action.

The Eradicable Weeds Program is a low to no-cost program which focuses on proactively addressing Prohibited-Noxious
weeds on private land. Under this program, and with the cooperation of the landowner, Agriculture Services can undertake
control measures as soon as possible upon a report of a Prohibited-Noxious weed infestation. Herbicide costs are
covered by the landowner and the County covers labour and disposal costs. A signed service agreement is required. If
you suspect a Prohibited-Noxious weed concern and are interested in the Eradicable Weeds Program, please contact
Agricultural Services at agriculture@rdcounty.ca or by phone at 403.342.8654.
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VEGETATION CONTROL

BRUSH CONTROL
The Agricultural Services department applies herbicide on areas that have been brushed as part of the Red Deer County
Brushing Program. The brush will be sprayed with boomed trucks and with hose and handgun depending on the location
and timing.
Brush is important to control due to the damage it causes to infrastructure. Roads sheltered by trees stay wet longer
resulting in far higher maintenance costs due to rutting and gravel use. One of the main purposes of ditches is to allow
water to drain and trees can interfere with this process. Trees and brush will reduce the speed of water flow, as well as
potentially damming the flow, resulting in flooding and damage to the road. Brush in ditches also interferes with sightlines
while driving and needs to be kept back from the road.
If you have any questions about the Red Deer County Brushing Program (physical removal of trees and brush), contact
the Operations Department at 403.350.2163. If you have questions about the Brush Control Program (Spraying), contact
Roland Krusi at rkrusi@rdcounty.ca or 403.342.8652.

ROADSIDE SEEDING
Roadside seeding is performed on new construction projects within Red Deer County for various reasons including;
erosion control, protection of infrastructure, and weed control. Projects that typically receive seeding are bridge
construction, drainage projects, road reconstruction, as well as bank stabilization projects. Seeding is performed a couple
of different ways, either broadcast using an ATV/UTV and harrows, or by hydro-seeding.
Broadcast seeding is usually done when the jobs are small or are too far away from the road to access with hydro-seeding
equipment. These are typically drainage projects that may run a couple hundred meters out into private property.
Hydro-seeding uses a specialized piece of equipment which mixes a slurry of water, grass seed, fertilizer, wood mulch,
and occasionally a tacking agent. Wood mulch consists of processed wood fibers that absorb water and then act similar to
soil by protecting the seed and providing a favorable environment for seed establishment. This slurry is then pumped from
the equipment and sprayed on the soil surface to allow the grass to grow and establish.
After seeding, the sites are periodically monitored to watch for grass
seed catch, as well as to address any issues that may become present
before the turf is able to establish. Seed used must be certified weed
free. This prevents weeds from spreading.
If you’d like to know more about Red Deer County’s Roadside Seeding
Program, contact Jordon Smith at jsmith@rdcounty.ca or by phone at
403.754.4474.

2017 STATS:
116 Jobs Completed
42.6 ha Seeded
520 Hours of Labour

RIVER WEED CONTROL
Red Deer County has several flowing bodies of water within its boundaries including; the Red Deer River, the Blindman
River, the Medicine River, the Little Red Deer River, the Raven River, and the North Raven River. The River Weed Control
Program aims to target these areas in an attempt to inspect and control listed weed concerns along these bodies of water.
Flowing water allows weed seeds to disperse over very large distances and by controlling these infestations early the
County can help limit the spread of existing problems and prevent new ones from occurring.
The River Weed Control Program is run collaboratively between Red Deer County, Lacombe County, Settler County and
Alberta Environment. The river is travelled, infestations mapped by GPS, then crews use various methods in order to
control the infestation. This includes hand pulling, clipping buds/
seed-heads, herbicide application, or even mechanical control
307 kms of River Mapped
through weed-whacking.
For more information about how Red Deer County is controlling
weeds along rivers, contact Jordon Smith at
jsmith@rdcounty.ca or 403.754.4474

175 Known Infestations
200 Labour Hours Each Year
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VEGETATION CONTROL

MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE

BRIDGE VEGETATION CONTROL

PARKS & OPEN SPACES

The Agriculture Services department performs a Vegetation Control Program on 74 bridges, culverts, and guardrails
across the County. Vegetation is controlled by weed whacking tall grasses, weeds, and small brush, by applying herbicide
in accordance with the Act and Regulation guidelines, and by removing tall brush and trees with a chainsaw. This program
reduces the spread of weeds through our waterways, improves
2017 STATS:
sight-lines, decreases snow drift in the winter, and lessens the
risk of fire by removing fuel from around wooden structures.
For more information about the Bridge Vegetation Control
Program, please contact Dallas Campbell at
dallascampbell@rdcounty.ca or 403.754.4463

74 Structures
112 Visits

Over 170 Labour Hours

Red Deer County maintains playgrounds, trails, day use sites, boat launches, and municipal reserves for residents and
visitors to enjoy throughout the year. We keep our playgrounds and sports fields maintained with regular inspections and
mow over 55 sites including subdivisions, municipal reserves, and parks.
Mowing
20 Playgrounds Maintained
Municipal Maintenance oversees the contract
mowing of County owned open spaces - over 286
58 Maintained Open Spaces
acres. The frequency of mowing depends upon the
location, and usage of the area; mowing can occur
30 Municipal Sites Visited 120 Times
once a week, once every two weeks, monthly
or twice a year. Property owners in residential,
commercial, and industrial subdivisions are responsible for maintaining (mowing) the ditches and boulevards that are
adjacent to their property. This applies even in those cases where there is a sidewalk separating the private property and
the boulevard. Red Deer County maintains the open spaces located along the entrances to subdivisions and hamlets that
are not adjacent to private property. For further information contact Dallas Campbell at dallascampbell@rdcounty.ca or
403.754.4463
Red Deer County does have a road maintenance program that includes annual roadside mowing and weed control on
all County paved and gravel roads. Agricultural property owners wishing to maintain (mow) ditches adjacent to their
residences to a higher standard may do so. As the primary function of a ditch is to support the road network, and ditches
are constructed to meet County engineering standards, the County will not conduct additional work to assist with ease
of mowing (i.e. changes to slope of ditch; picking rocks). Learn more at www.rdcounty.ca. For Roadside Mowing contact
Jordon Smith at jsmith@rdcounty.ca or 403.754.4474.

ROADSIDE HAYING
Red Deer County residents who wish to harvest hay from County roadsides must submit a request form to the Agriculture
Services department by May 15 each year. Please note that grazing is not permitted in Red Deer County roadsides. Red
Deer County annually controls roadside vegetation through mowing, brushing, and herbicide application. These programs
start in mid-May, and continue until freeze up in the fall. The only way to ensure that programs don’t interfere with plans
to hay the roadside right-of-way is to complete and submit the haying request form. This allows the Agriculture Services
department time to map these request areas, and avoid applying herbicide or mowing these areas before they can be
hayed. The request form can be found at www.rdcounty.ca and can be faxed to 403.346.9840 attn: Agricultural Services,
delivered in person at the County Centre, or emailed to agriculture@rdcounty.ca.
•
•
•
•
•

The hay harvested must be for the Red Deer County residents’ personal use only.
Roadside Haying Request forms must be received by Agriculture Services by May 15; a new request is required each
year.
The cutting and removal of bales must be completed by August 1 of the request year.
Prohibited-Noxious and Noxious weed control in the haying permit area is the responsibility of the permit holder for
the duration of the request.
The permit holder must supply evidence of general liability insurance coverage of not less than $2 million per incident.

Note: Red Deer County does not issue haying permits for primary and secondary highway right-of-ways; please refer to
Alberta Transportation - Cutting Hay requirements.

Day Use Areas & Campgrounds
Red Deer County owns three day use areas and one campground, all with water frontage and picnic facilities
A-Soo-Wuh-Um Day Use Area (NE-32-36-28-W4)
Located off Highway 592 just west of Penhold. This park features shady picnic sites, briquette bbqs, a horse shoe pit, and a beach
volleyball court all along the banks of the Red Deer River. No overnight camping is allowed. Open: May 15 to October 1 from 8:00AM to
9:30PM
Joffre Bridge Day Use Area NW-13-38-26-W4
Joffre Bridge Day Use Area is in the river valley 10 KMs east of Red Deer City Limits on Highway 11. There are picnic tables in the
treed area, an open meadow, and paths down to the river. Open: May 15 to October 1 from 9:00AM to 8:30PM
Taunton Hills Day Use Area NW-23-36-25-W4
Located on the edge of Pine Lake’s north side, in the Taunton Hills Subdivision off of Highway 816, this day use area offers a boat
Launch with lake access and a beach, fire pits, picnic benches, a picnic shelter and outhouse facilities. Open: Summer months 8:00AM
to 10:00PM, Winter gates stay open for ice fishing access.
Trenville Park Campground NW-7-36-21-W4
Trenville Park is on the east edge of the County. It is a secluded campground surrounded by the peaceful scenery of the Red Deer
River valley. There are 74 treed campsites, two group areas, playgrounds, horse shoe pits, showers, and ice sales. Open: May 1 to
September 30. To make a reservation call 403.773.2273.
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RENTAL EQUIPMENT
The Red Deer County Agricultural Department has several rentals to
assist residents and landowners in the County. The following is a list
of the equipment that the Ag Department has available for rent. For
more information contact 403.342.8654 or agriculture@rdcounty.ca

Booking Equipment Rentals

24 hours notice is required to book rental equipment, and a $150 damage deposit (cash or cheque)
is required upon pick-up; the damage deposit will be returned upon acceptable drop-off inspection.
Pick-up and drop-off appointment times are Monday to Friday between 7:00 AM and 8:00 AM, or at 3:00
PM daily. Contact the Agricultural Services Department at 403.342.8654 or agriculture@rdcounty.ca for
information on rental equipment.

Spraying Equipment

Tree Planting Equipment

Agricultural Services has different pieces of spraying equipment for rent so
landowners can reduce or eliminate their weeds. It can be hard to justify
purchasing a sprayer for small areas or places requiring more specialized
equipment. County rentals can help by ensuring that every ratepayer can
have access to this type of equipment. The details of the equipment are
listed below.

Plastic Mulch Applicator:

Four different types of sprayers are available. These sprayers are available
from spring to fall and are booked on a first come first serve basis. There
is a $30/day rental fee with any one of these sprayers and they require a
$150 deposit (cheque). Learn more about the equipment available:

Truck Box Sprayer:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Great for pasture weed control
Has a hose and handgun (50ft long)
150 gallon (568L) Tank
20 Foot wide boom
Additional 10 Foot boomless nozzles for fence lines
About 6 to 15 acres per tank depending on rate
Sits on the back of a truck. Will fit long or short truck box or a flat deck

Boomed & Boomless ATV Mounted Sprayer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Great for weed control in rough areas, acreages and tight spaces
Has a hose and handgun (50ft long)
14 gallon (50L) tank
8 foot wide boom or 30 foot wide boomless
About 0.6 to 1.6 acres per tank depending on rate
Mounts on an ATV Rack or can be strapped to the back of a UTV as
well

Towable Small Pasture Sprayer:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Great for controlling Tall Buttercup in rough terrain
Has a hose and handgun (30ft long)
100 gallon (400L) tank
15 or 30 foot max boomless spraying width
About 5 to 10 acres per tank depending on rate
Walking axle design to handle rough pastures
Truck, tractor or ATV/UTV towable

3 Point Hitch Mounted Sprayer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Great for rough terrain or small acreages
Has a hose and handgun (30ft long)
50 gallon (220L) tank
30 foot boomless nozzles
About 2.5 to 5 acres per tank depending on rate
Fits category one 3 point hitches

A simple way to reduce the maintenance required for
shelterbelts is to use plastic mulch. An applicator for the
plastic mulch is available from Red Deer County for free.
Plastic mulch reduces the need for continuous mowing
or tillage by stopping weeds and grasses from growing
around the trees in the first place. The plastic mulch will also
increase the moisture available for the young trees to grow
and it will keep the soil temperature higher, lengthening the
growing season for the tree. Plastic mulch is best applied
after the seedlings have been planted. Agriculture Services
can supply a list of plastic mulch suppliers. All you have to
do is call and book the applicator, pick it up, and bring it
back clean.
The renter is responsible for:
• Supplying a $150 deposit.
• Towing the plastic mulch applicator to the site traveling no more than 80km/hr.
• Supplying the plastic mulch for the applicator.
• Supplying three or more persons to operate (one driving the tractor, one on the applicator, one or more to walk behind
pulling trees through plastic).
• Supplying the tractor to operate the applicator. The tractor needs to have at least 40 hp, as well as pioneer-style
hydrolic fittings.
• Cleaning the equipment thoroughly before returning.

Tree Planter:

Red Deer County has a pull-type tree planter available for rent. This planter is ideal for planting long rows of bare root or
plug style tree seedlings. This two-seater implement can plant up to 3500 trees in one day which, depending on spacing,
can stretch for miles. In recent years, more landowners have wanted to use the equipment and complete the work in the
evenings and weekends. Now the tree planting equipment is available to rent for no fee (deposit required). This will allow
a landowner to complete the work during the day, evening or weekend with their own crew responsible for the planting.
The renter is responsible for:
• Supplying a $150 deposit.
• Towing the tree planter to the site traveling no more
than 80km/hr.
• Supplying the trees.
• Supplying three or more persons to operate the planter
(one driving the tractor, one or two on the tree planter,
one to walk behind ensuring trees are straight and
compacting dirt)
• Supplying the tractor to operate the tree planter. The
tractor needs to have at least 40 hp as well as pioneerstyle hydrolic fittings.
• Cleaning the equipment thoroughly before returning.
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2018 KEY DATES
JANUARY
•

Jan 1 - New Year’s Day

•
•

Jan 10 - ASB Meeting
Jan 11 - EFP Workshop

•
•
•

Office Closed for Stat Holidays

Registration Deadline: Jan 4

Jan 20 - Ladies Livestock Lessons
Jan 30 - Seasonal Hiring Starts
Look for job postings at www.rdcounty.ca

ALUS Meeting

FEBRUARY

MAY
•
•

May 1 - Trenville Campground opens
May 10 - EFP Workshop

•

May 15 - A-Soo-Wuh-Um, Joffre, &
Taunton Day Use Areas open for summer
months

•
•

Registration Deadline: May 3

Weather dependent

May 15 - No-Spray Agreement Sign-up
Deadline
May 15 - Haying of Roads request form
due
May 15 - Spray Season starts
May 21 - Victoria Day

•
•
•

Feb 8 - Ranching Opportunities
Feb 8 - Septic Sense
Feb 8 - EFP Workshop

•
•

•
•

Feb 12 - ALUS PAC Meeting
Feb 19 - Family Day

JUNE

•

Registration Deadline: Feb 1

Office Closed for Stat Holidays

Feb 28 - Mar 1 - Farm & Ranch Transition
Workshop

MARCH

Office Closed for Stat Holidays

•
•
•

Jun 1 - Look out for the Mowers starting
Jun 11 - ALUS PAC Meeting
Jun 14 - EFP Workshop

•

Jun 15 - Bertha Army Work Surveying
Starts
Jun 29 - Strychnine availability deadline

Registration Deadline: Jun 7

•

Mar 8 - EFP Workshop

•

•
•
•

Mar 11 - Mar 17 - Ag Safety Week
Mar 16 - Strychnine Available
Mar 30 - Good Friday

JULY

•

Registration Deadline: Mar 1

Office Closed for Stat Holidays

Tree Planting Equipment Rentals available
Please give 24 hour notice

APRIL
•

Apr 1 - Stop Pruning

•

Apr 2 - Easter Monday

•
•
•
•

Help prevent Dutch Elm Disease
Office Closed for Stat Holidays

Apr 9 - ALUS PAC Meeting
Apr 12 - EFP Workshop
Registration Deadline: Apr 5

Apr 24 - Apr 25 - Alberta Invasive Species
Council (AISC) Conference
Spray Equipment Rentals available

•

Jul 2 - In Lieu of Canada Day

•

Jul 12 - EFP Workshop

•

Office Closed for Stat Holidays
Registration Deadline: Jul 5

Jul 15 - Grasshopper Surveying Starts

AUGUST
•

Aug 6 - Civic Holiday

•

Aug 9 - EFP Workshop

•
•
•

Office Closed for Stat Holidays
Registration Deadline: Aug 2

Aug 13 - ALUS PAC Meeting
Aug 16 - ASB Meeting
TBA - Entrepreneurial Ag Tour

Agriculture Services - 403.342.8654 - agriculture@rdcounty.ca
SEPTEMBER
•

Sep 3 - Labour Day

•
•
•

NOVEMBER
•

Nov 1 - Taunton Day Use Area opens

Sep 13 - EFP Workshop

•

Nov 7 - Nov 10 - Agri-Trade

Sep 30 - Trenville Campground closes
Aspen Ranch Safety Camp

•

Office Closed for Stat Holidays
Registration Deadline: Sep 6

Held Annually in September

•

For fishing access in Winter Months
Held Annually in November

Nov 8 - EFP Workshop
Registration Deadline: Nov 1

Nov 12 - In Lieu of Remembrance Day
Office Closed for Stat Holidays

OCTOBER

•

•

Oct 1 - A-Soo-Wuh-Um & Joffre Day Use
Areas close
Oct 1 - Start Pruning

DECEMBER

•

Oct 8 - Thanksgiving Day

•

•
•
•

Late November or Early December

Oct 11 - EFP Workshop

•
•

Dec 1 - ASB Youth for Agriculture Award
deadline
Dec 10 - ALUS PAC Meeting
Dec 13 - EFP Workshop

ALUS PAC Meeting

•

Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Day

TBA - ASB Meeting

•

Help prevent Dutch Elm Disease
Office Closed for Stat Holidays
Registration Deadline: Oct 4
Date TBA

•

TBA - ASB Meeting

•

Registration Deadline: Dec 6

Office Closed for Stat Holidays

Dec 25 - Christmas

Office Closed for Stat Holidays

Dec 26 - Boxing Day

Office Closed for Stat Holidays

DISCLAIMER
Dates may change. Check www.rdcounty.ca to confirm events.

STAY CONNECTED
www.rdcounty.ca

www.twitter.ca/reddeercounty
www.facebook.ca/reddeercounty

Please give 24 hour notice

www.youtube.ca/rdcounty
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WEED CONTROL CONTRACTORS

CONSERVATION

For Producers & Landowners
PESTICIDE APPLICATORS

COMPANY

LOCATION

CONTACT INFO

EQUIPMENT & SERVICES

Ace Vegetation Control
www.acevegetation.com

Nisku

Ian MacDonald 1.800.282.6917
acemail@acevegetation.com

Truck w/ 20’ Boombusters & Hose & Handgun
Truck w/ ATV & Trailer

Broken Arrow Land Services
Inc.

Didsbury

Logan Girletz
403.556.4515

Polaris ATV w/ Boom & Handgun / wick
1 Ton Flat Bed w/ Handgun. Up to 160 ac parcels

Chrome Services Ltd.

Delburne

Cheryl Merek
403.749.3665 403.396.1053

Truck w/ Hose & Handgun
Side by Sides w/ Hose & Handgun

Hawk-Eye Weed Control / Veg
Management

Rocky Mountain
House

Laverne Froze
403.845,7664 403.844.0157

2 JD Gators w/ 80 gal Pro-Tec Boomless Sprayers. Up to 80
ac parcels max (1-25 preferred). Good w/ tight spots, pasture
land (rough/brush etc.)

Hot Flash Oilfield Services
www.hotflashoilfield.com

Bowden

Colby Simpson
403.651.9123

Skid-mount Sproyer w/ Hose & Handgun & Boomless
Nozzles, Up to 20 ac. Mowing Equipment

Rentals Red Deer

Red Deer County
Spruce View

Jeremy Blocksom
403.896.3364 403.357.4327

14’ Boom Sprayer, 12’ Boomless Sprayer, Handless, Mowing
Equipment

Spray-Rite Inc.

Sylvan lake

Stan Bell
403.391.0708

3 Spray Trucks, 3 Quads
Smaller parcels (5 ac or less preferred)

Spruce View Vegetation Control

Red Deer County

Ken Rogoza 403.396.1288
spruceviewveg@airenet.com

Fully GPS’d, 5 Spray Trucks w/ Hose & Handgun. Ranger
side by side w/ 30’ Boomless Nozzles. Mowing Equipment

Sure Shot Environmental Ltd.

Penhold

Sadie Langevin 403.357.4171 403.392.7360
sureshotenvironmental@gmail.com

1 Ton Trucks w/ Hose & Handgun, UTVs
1 ac - 10 ac

Target Environmental Services

Red Deer County

Kaela Tynes 403.352.2529
Kyle Wachter 403.398.0246

Skid-mount Sprayers, Trucks, Trailers, UTV
Sparyers, Backpack Sprayers, Mowing Equipment

Terry’s Lease Maintenance
www.tlmltd.ca

Sylvan Lake

Terry 1.888.350.7017 403.887.2755
terry@tlmltd.ca

7 Spray Trucks, 2 UTVs
Mowing Equipment

Mclean Vegetation Services Ltd.
www.mcleanvegetation.com

Airdrie
Alberta

Mark Mclean 403.315.4959
markm@mcleanvegetation.com

Side by Side ATVs, 2 Tank System Trucks
Backpacks, Small Rough-cut Mower, etc

West Country
www.westcountry.ca

Red Deer

Curtis
403.895.1995

F550 w/ 15.5’ Swath
Side by Side ATVs w/ 15m Swath

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN
Farmers and Ranchers can complete or update their Environmental Farm Plan (EFP), with
help from Red Deer County’s EFP Technicians, Ken Lewis and Aimee Delaney.
An Environmental Farm Plan is a complete risk assessment for a farm. It looks at all
aspects of the operation, and determines what environmental risks there are. The producer
then describes what they are currently doing to address those risks, and what could be
done in the future.
An EFP is an excellent learning tool. Most producers who have completed their EFP, make
the comment that they have learned something new from the process. Having a completed
EFP is also a gateway to many agricultural funding programs.
More and more, agricultural markets and agri-food value chains are looking at Environmental Farm Planning as a way
to show that Alberta’s (and Canada’s) agriculture is leading the world in environmental sustainability. In short, the more
farmers and ranchers with up-to-date, completed EFPs, the better Albertaès agriculture industry can compete in the global
market.
To find out how to complete or update your Environmental Farm Plan, visit www.albertaefp.com, or call Aimee at
403.342.7367 or Ken at 403.342.8653.

MECHANICAL WEED CONTROL
COMPANY

LOCATION

CONTACT INFO

EQUIPMENT & SERVICES

Chamrock Contracting

Red Deer County

John McGonical 403.597.2553

Mowing

E & J Maintenance

Red Deer

Earl Dyrlund 403.347.5857 403.350.0709

Mowing, Weed-whacking, General Cleanup

Jodek Industries Ltd.

Spruce View

Larry Schmidik 403.728.3966 403.340.9292

5’ HD Flail Brush Mower, 15’ Triple Gang Rotary Mower

Hot Flash Oilfield Services
www.hotflashoilfield.com

Bowden

Colby Simpson
403.651.9123

6’ & 7’ Rough-cut Rotary Mowers, 75 Hp Tractor, Spraying
Equipment

M&M Mowing & Landscaping

Red Deer &
Lacombe Area

Matt Caddy 403.505.7404 403.350.4725

Mowing, Weed-whacking, Lawn Maintenance, Weed Control,
Snow Removal

Real Enterprises Ltd.
www.realenterprisesltd.com

Red Deer County

Real Bouffard 403.885.0077
realltd@telus.net

Mowing, Weed-whacking, General Cleanup

Rentals Red Deer

Red Deer County
Spruce View

Jeremy Blocksom
403.896.3364 403.357.4327

5’ HD Flail Brush Mower, 4wd 35 Hp 72” Finishing Mower,
Spraying Equipment

Rough Cut Mowing

Red Deer Area

Murray Gelowitz 403.877.9393
murraygelowitz@live.com

Rough-cut Mowing (weeds & brush), Finishing Mower,
Weed-whacking, 0.5 ac - 15 ac

Spruce View Vegetation Control

Red Deer County

Ken Rogoza 403.396.1288
spruceviewveg@airenet.com

7’, 10’, & 15’ Mowers, Spraying Equipment

Timberwolf Skid-steer &
Excavation

Red Deer County

Kaela Tynes 403.352.2529
Kyle Wachter 403.398.0246

Rough-cut Mowing, Weed Inspections, Septic Tanks/Fields
Installation, Spraying Equipment

Terry’s Lease Maintenance
www.tlmltd.ca

Sylvan Lake

Terry 1.888.350.7017 403.887.2755
terry@tlmltd.ca

2 JD Tractors w/ 10’ Mowers, 2 Kubotas w/ 6’ Mowers, 2
Skid-Steers w/ Mowers, Spraying Equipment

Note: This contractors listing is for information purposes only, and is not an endorsement of services.
Please contact the contractor for info, rates, and availability.

The Benefits to Producers of Doing an EFP
Online:
• Reduces renewal time: when it is time to update an
EFP, the producer can easily access their previous
WorkBook and only update the sections of the farm
that have changed.
• Automatic Risk Rating Calculations: it can be time
consuming to calculate risk ratings in the [paper]
binder version. The online WorkBook will calculate
these automatically.
• Automatic Submission: easily submit an EFP to
your assigned EFP Technician
• Most Up-to-Date Version: the online WorkBook
always provides the most current content,
information, and best management practices.
• Online Resources: useful information and
resources are just a click away to help the producer
make improvements to their farm.
• View Changes Anytime: the producer can log into
the WebBook anytime to view any changes or
updates to EFPs. This will provide the opportunity
to keep the information about the sustainability of
operations current.

EFP WORKSHOPS
Red Deer County Farmers and Ranchers
are invited to join us for FREE Online
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) Workshops.
This is a chance to start, complete or
update your EFP.
Date: Second Thursday of each month
Time: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Where: Red Deer County – Council Chambers
Cost: FREE – Lunch Included
Note: Please bring a laptop as this is an
Online EFP Workshop (via internet).
For more information and to register:
Registration Deadline: First Thursday
of each month. Contact Ag Services at
403.342.8654 or agriculture@rdcounty.ca
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CONSERVATION

ALTERNATIVE LAND USE SERVICES PROGRAM (ALUS)

By joining the ALUS Program, farmers and ranchers can get 75% of
costs (up to $20,000) for projects like fencing, alternative water sources,
shelters, crossings, etc. AND, you can get up to $5,000 per year for the
ecosystem services you provide when you do projects like these.

Getting Paid to Produce Ecosystem Services: 21st Century Farm Diversification
By Ken Lewis, Conservation Coordinator
In January 2014, a Delburne-area family became the first to diversify their on-farm income via the Alternative Land Use
Services (ALUS) program. Keith and Tracy Johnson are conserving numerous wetlands and groves of native poplar in
their pastures.
For some of the ecologically important areas on the land, they have built fences to control how and when livestock might
access these areas. For other areas, they rely on rotational grazing practices to allow for plenty of rest and recovery time
for native trees, shrubs, grasses, and other plants. In addition, the Johnsons have installed a pasture pipeline system
to provide a water source for their livestock. This is an alternative to wading down into the wetlands for a drink. The
Johnsons provided all the labour, and a portion of the funds too.
More recently, hundreds of trees and shrubs have been planted around some of the wetlands on the Johnson’s property,
through the Agro-Forestry and Woodlot Extension Society.
Through their conservation actions, the Johnsons are delivering to society, multiple ecosystem services, including: water
filtration, aquifer recharge, nutrient cycling, carbon sequestration, habitat (for pollinators, birds, and other wildlife), clean
air, flood mitigation and food production.
With ALUS, the Johnsons can now be paid for their management that
produces the ecosystem services that they are providing to society.
To receive payment, the Johnsons did some new projects
(conservation fencing and off-site watering) on their land to produce
a net increase in the ecosystem services from their land. They also
signed a five year “ALUS Conservation Agreement” with Red Deer
County, which outlines how they will manage their conserved areas,
and what payments they will receive in exchange. This agreement is
not registered on the title of the land, nor does it require any public
access to private land. Also, the Conservation Agreement does not require permanent exclusion of livestock from the
areas being conserved. Instead, it requires sustainable management of these areas, which benefits the Johnsons and
society at large.
Says Keith, “We like the flexibility in ALUS. No-one is dictating to us what we do with our land...that’s left to our judgement.
We get advice and ideas, but at the end of the day, what actually happens, that’s our decision.”
ALUS is being delivered in Red Deer County in partnership with a national organization called ALUS Canada. There
are over 20 ALUS communities across Canada, in Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
and Alberta. Funding for ALUS across Canada, comes from many sources, foremost among them being the W. Garfield
Weston Foundation and the Bissett Action Fund.
To find out more about Red Deer County’s ALUS program, visit www.alus.ca or contact Ken Lewis at 403.342.8653 or
klewis@rdcounty.ca.

SAFE WATER WELLS INITIATIVE
In Alberta, landowners are responsible for ensuring unused abandoned wells are properly plugged, in accordance with
Part 7 of the Water (Ministerial) Regulation of Alberta’s Water Act.
Unused or abandoned wells are both an environmental and health safety hazard, and landowners are liable for
contamination or injury from unplugged wells. People, especially young children and animals, have been trapped or
injured after falling into old wells. Uncapped open wells provide a direct pathway for surface contamination to reach a
groundwater aquifer, putting any neighbouring wells in the same aquifer at risk.
The Safe Water Well Initiative began as an Agricultural Service Board initiative aimed at helping landowners plug
abandoned wells on their properties within Red Deer County. The goals of this initiative were to protect aquifers by limiting
potential sources of contamination, as well as helping landowners reduce their liability. The program can provide residents
with up to $1000 towards the cost of plugging an abandoned well. The funding is used to cover 100% of material costs
associated with plugging the well and 50% of labour costs. To date, over $15,000 has been provided to landowners and
more than 40 wells have been plugged.
Qualification:
Requirements include:
• Must be a Red Deer County landowner and be plugging a well on that land.
• Must contact Red Deer County for program approval prior to plugging the well.
• Rebates are limited to a maximum of $1000.00 per well ( $800.00 towards the purchase of plugging materials and
$200.00 to cover 50% of labour costs)
• Valid receipts are required
• Hiring a licensed water well drilling contractor to plug the well is strongly advised.
Please contact Tori Adolf at tadolf@rdcounty.ca or 403.350.2162 for additional information on plugging abandoned wells in
the County and for program approval.
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CONSERVATION

PEST MANAGEMENT

STOP THE SPREAD!
AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES in ALBERTA’S LAKES and RIVERS

PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE

FLOWERING RUSH

EURASIAN
WATER MILFOIL

ZEBRA MUSSELS

DIDYMO ALGAE

Alberta’s rivers and lakes support a variety of fish populations and fishing opportunities. These systems are being threatened by the introduction
of aquatic invasive species. These invaders come from outside Alberta or are transferred between water bodies within Alberta. They can transform
entire ecosystems by outcompeting native species, posing a major threat to Alberta’s biodiversity.

How do lake and river users spread aquatic invaders?
Green Acreages is a program that helps acreage owners take action on environmental risks on their land. As the leader in
this initiative, Red Deer County’s Green Acreages program has assisted acreage owners with projects that have reduced
environmental risks on properties, is now spreading throughout Alberta, and is being offered in other Counties.
With assistance from the Green Acreages Liaison and the Green Acreages Coordinator, landowners are able to get
help putting together a plan to mitigate environmental risks, and put that plan into on-the-ground action. Up to $2000 is
available for landowners to help offset some of the costs incurred while doing approved green projects on their acreages.
Contact Aimee Delaney, Red Deer County’s Green Acreages Coordinator, to get started on your Action Plan
(adelaney@rdcounty.ca). Once complete, please return for approval. If an application has been approved, the landowner
will then have until December 1 to complete the work and have their receipts submitted for reimbursement.
Eligible project ideas include, but are not limited to:
• Native Ecobuffer plantings
• Wildlife/Pollinator habitat
• Composters and Rain Barrels
• Revegetating Riparian Areas
• Wetland Restoration/Enhancement
• Decommissioning cesspools or leaking/leaching septic systems into environmentally sensitive areas
• Energy Reduction; 6 kW solar panel systems
What is an Eco-buffer?
A new shelterbelt design that incorporates a variety of native trees and shrubs in a narrow, dense configuration. For
maximum environmental impact, Eco-buffers should be connected to a natural area such as a riparian area or wooded
area. Benefits of having an Eco-buffer include wildlife and pollinator habitat, increasing complex biodiversity, ecological
functions; soil, crop, water and livestock protection, snow trapping, and reducing yearly maintenance by planting strictly
native trees and shrubs.
When designing an Eco-buffer,
consider a variety or species; thorny
and smooth stems, suckering, fast
and slow growing, fruit producing,
hard and soft wooded plants. Having
a range of tree and shrub heights
also creates more diversity in the
landscape. Lastly, and perhaps most
importantly, include a minimum of four
to five shrub species.

www.rdcounty.ca		

Dirty and wet gear: Boaters and fishers can unknowingly transport aquatic invaders when their gear and their boats have not been properly cleaned and dried.
Illegal live transfer: The movement of any live fish between water bodies is illegal.
Use of bait: Although the use of live bait is illegal in Alberta, even dead bait may carry unwanted species, such as parasites or diseases.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
REPORT - CALL 1.855.336.BOAT (2628) 24/7
1
sightings of suspected invasive species to your local Fish and Wildlife office.

2
3
4
5

CHECK

your equipment at the dock for debris, plants, or mud.

CLEAN

your equipment; remove any plants, mud, or debris before leaving the access area or dock. Cleaning your gear
with a 2% bleach solution when you get home is recommended.

DRY

your gear completely between trips. Drain all the water from your boat and equipment (coolers, live wells, bilge,
buckets) before departing from the dock.

LEARN

more about invasive species and inform others.

More and more, publicity is bringing attention to the growing threat of invasive species in our aquatic environments. These
new species consist of various organisms; from plants, animals, insects, and even algae. For anyone still unfamiliar with
these species, there are numerous online resources featuring, articles, videos, pictures and steps for prevention.
Invasive plants that have been found in Red Deer County are Purple Loosestrife and Flowering Rush. These aquatic
plants present unique challenges when it comes to control, since the only possible control options have a high risk of
worsening the infestation by spreading the plants further. The best approach to controlling the infestation relies on early
detection with rapid response. When infestations can be caught early, they can be controlled much more effectively. Other
aquatic plants of note include: Eurasian Water Milfoil, and Yellow Flag Iris.
Another threat that has the potential to affect many central Albertans is Zebra and Quagga muscles. These invasive
molluscs have steadily been moving westward over several years now and have completely changed the water bodies
they have infested. Some boats with these invasive muscles have been found in Alberta but so far none have become
established in any bodies of water. The easiest way to distinguish an invasive muscle over a native muscle is by
attachment. Any muscle attached to a structure is an invasive species while native species are found in sediment.
The most common route of transportation for any of these aquatic invasives is through recreational boating. The larval
stage of the muscles can remain living in small pools of water on boats as they are moved over land. Plant material can
easily get caught up in boat propellers, ballasts and trailers. With so many people involved in aquatic recreation in various
water bodies, these species can have far reaching consequences if they are allowed to establish in our area. Other than
education, the best prevention method with them is; clean, drain, and dry any equipment that is moving between water
bodies. This drastically limits the chance of introduction.
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PEST MANAGEMENT

CLUBROOT

PEST INSPECTION PROGRAMS
Agricultural pests and nuisances are defined under the Agricultural Pest Act as any animal, bird, insect, plant or disease
which negatively impacts agricultural production. Red Deer County performs a number of pest monitoring programs
throughout the growing season and controls or eradicates the pest as needed. Many of the pests monitored are part of a
larger monitoring program run by the provincial government.
Bertha Army Worm
Bertha Army Worm monitoring is performed during the middle of the growing season to determine the population
numbers, and to predict if an outbreak might occur the following growing season. This is done by counting the number
of moths that are trapped on the edges of canola fields in pheromone traps. Based on total numbers that are collected
across the province, trends can be observed and proper control steps can be taken to avoid populations reaching
economically damaging levels. In the last three years, the numbers reported from the BAW monitoring have been low and
no steps have been needed to control the population within Red Deer County.
Grasshoppers
Grasshoppers are another insect that is monitored in order to create
forecasting map for the next growing season. Net sweeps are done
randomly throughout the County and the caught grasshoppers are
counted and identified. Afterwards, the numbers are reported to
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, where they can compile all the
survey numbers across the province and combine that with climactic
information to create a forecasting map for the next growing season.
This way, producers can prepare for upcoming insect pressures.
In 2017, Grasshoppers were surveyed on 46 sites within Red Deer
County, and numbers came back low.
Fusarium
Fusarium Head Blight (FHB), also known as scab or tombstone, is a crop disease that effects wheat, barley, oats and
other cereal grains. The disease can reduce yield and effect grade. Fusarium is a major concern for some producers,
however, the trends are showing the disease is slowing its spread westward. Crop surveys are performed to help monitor
the spread of Fusarium, and prevent the introduction and establishment of this disease into Alberta. Fusarium sampling is
done by clipping heads until the required sample size is collected. This sample is then sent off to the Center for Disease
Control South for testing. The samples are then used to map the presence of Fusarium across the province. It is important
to note that in 2016, Fusarium was detected within Red Deer County.

Clubroot is a soil borne disease that affects plants in the Cruciferous family. This means it can be a damaging disease
for many crops such as broccoli, cauliflower, brussel sprouts, kale, cabbage and, most importantly for our area, canola.
This disease reproduces exponentially and once found in a field, becomes more of a management issue since it is so
difficult to eradicate. Clubroot infected parcels have been doubling in number with each passing year. Currently, we have
identified approximately 26 parcels infected with this disease.
Testing is done by manually walking select fields and pulling test plants while looking for symptoms. If symptoms are
found, samples are sent for lab testing to confirm. Once a field is confirmed, the landowner is contacted and notified so
that management practices can be implemented. A notice restricting the planting of susceptible crops may be issued
under the Pest Control Act. The Red Deer County Clubroot Policy allows for low levels of the pathogen to exist before a
Pest Notice is issued. Producers with confirmed minor infestations will be made aware of the disease and informed on the
management of the disease, but allowed to manage it without County intervention.
Management Practices:
• Use Clubroot resistant seed.
• A proper rotation between canola crops (1 in 4
years) is the single most important preventative
strategy. Fields that have Clubroot problems have a
history of short (often 1 in 2 years) canola rotations.
Lengthening out the canola rotation may reduce
profitability in the short-term but the long- term gains
will be substantial if the longer rotation prevents
Clubroot.
• Equipment sanitation. Clean dirt from equipment,
including tires, when moving between fields.
• Have two entrances; an entrance and an exit.
• Avoid hay or straw purchases from regions where
Clubroot is known to occur or if infestation is
suspected. Straw and hay could be carrying soil and
the pathogen.
For more information on Clubroot and Clubroot
Surveying, please contact Aimee Delaney at
adelaney@rdcounty.ca or 403.342.7367.
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PEST MANAGEMENT

RATS

Alberta remains one of the only rat-free locations on earth thanks to strict
control measures that have been maintained since Norway Rats began
migrating across North America. Any time a rat sighting is reported, it is
investigated by the local authority (including Red Deer County) and if further
action is warranted a pest control plan will be created and carried out by the
Pest Control Officer. Rats are regulated under the Alberta Pest Act and must
be eradicated if found in Alberta. Vigilance has remained the strongest aspect
of this program and rat control is an ongoing province-wide problem.

RICHARDSON’S GROUND SQUIRREL (GOPHER)
Richardson’s Ground Squirrels can be a very impactful pest in the agricultural community. In the early spring, when
natural forage reserves are low, freshly seeded fields are very attractive for these hungry rodents. Damages can become
quite extensive. To combat this, Red Deer County offers 2% Liquid Strychnine for producers to purchase in order to
control severe infestations of Richardson’s Ground Squirrels on their properties. Ideally, strychnine would only be used
when other management options have proven insufficient in keeping population levels low enough to avoid economic
damage levels. Strychnine is available annually from mid-March through to the end of June.

STRYCHNINE

If you require 2% Liquid Strychnine Concentrate (LSC) for control of
Richardson’s Ground Squirrel (RGS), please pre-order your product to
ensure supply. Baiting RGS is most effective in early spring when food
supply is limited and before reproduction has occurred.
Requirements for use of 2% Liquid Strychnine Concentrate:
• Product can only be sold to bona fide farmers who have an
infestation of Richardson’s Ground Squirrels. (Farm Fuel # required)
• The farmer must have an “economically significant” population of
RGS as defined by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry; 1 hole per 4
strides walking or 20% crop damage in a 100 meter strip adjacent to
a pasture or road allowance.
• Farmers must sign a LSC agreement, and will be limited to 2 cases
per person per purchase.
Producers are required to attend a short training session on 2% Liquid
Strychnine. This training will be completed in conjunction with product
distribution on Friday mornings from 9:00 AM to Noon. Producers are
required to phone the Agriculture Department at the County to pre-order
their Strychnine to ensure an adequate supply is available.
• 1 case (24 bottles) of strychnine should treat approximately 1600
holes.
• Strychnine will only be sold in multiples of 6 bottles (1/4 case), up to
a maximum of 2 cases per farmer per pick-up.
• Provincial Pest Inspectors may inspect your property to ensure that
you are complying with all the label directions and conditions of use
and registration.
To order, or if you have any questions please phone Agriculture Services
at 403.342.8654.

If you see a rat call: 		
310.RATS (7287) Alberta Agriculture – Pest Surveillance Branch
310.FARM (3276) Alberta Agriculture
403.342.8654 - Red Deer County Agricultural Services

COYOTES

Coyotes are a natural predator on the prairies that can become a problem
pest for producers, especially sheep or goat producers. It is uncommon,
but coyotes will sometimes even prey on new born cattle. Problem coyote
numbers vary widely depending on many variables such as available prey
sources, weather conditions and even population levels of the coyotes
themselves.
In order to combat problem coyotes it is recommended producers use multiple
management techniques, such as fencing, trapping, shooting, livestock
management practices, and/or adding guard dogs to actively monitor the
heard. But if these management techniques are insufficient, the County can
also provide toxicants to producers who have suffered losses from livestock
predation. Poison bait is a last resort after all other practical measures have
been proven ineffective.
If you are experience coyote predation on your livestock, please call Red Deer
County Agriculture Services at 403.342.8654.

WILD BOAR

On September 20, 2016, Red Deer County Councillors voted unanimously
to prohibit the keeping of wild boars within County borders. After conducting
a public meeting where speakers both for and against the motion raised
concerns, it was decided that an existing boar operation will be allowed to
continue operating, as long as they continue to meet approval criteria set by
the Provincial government.
The main goal of Council’s decision was to prevent significant damage
caused by escaped boars, who can easily survive on their own, and who
reproduce rapidly when able. Boars are intelligent, omnivorous animals who
are well adapted to the terrain of central Alberta. According to the Smithsonian
Institute, “Sows begin breeding at 6 to 8 months of age and have two litters of
four to eight piglets - a dozen is not unheard of - every 12 to 15 months during
a life span of 4 to 8 years.”
Neighbouring municipalities including Mountain View County have also
banned the keeping of boars. Once escaped, they not only cause serious
damage to property, but have also been known to attack other animals if they
are threatened. Diseases can also be an issue – as they can be easily passed
on to domesticated hogs if they come into contact with them.
During the meeting, Council also approved fines for anyone caught keeping
boars (with the exception of the sole current operator). Multiple infractions can
result in a fine of up to $8,000.
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EDUCATION & AWARENESS

Promoting and supporting Agricultural Education and Awareness is a primary goal for the Agricultural Services Board, with
a strong focus on farm safety, and on educating youth on agricultural activities. In 2017, Agriculture Services participated
and/or presented over 18 field days, tours, and workshops for Red Deer County residents and producers. Educational
events included Working Well, Septic Sense, Environmental Farm Planning, and Solar & Weeds Workshops as well as an
Innisfail Ag Society Grade 5 Field Day, ALUS Tours and an Extended Winter Grazing information session with the Grey
Wooded Forage Association.

Producer Email Updates

Sign-up for our Producer Email updates to receive bi-weekly
updates on relevant Agricultural News, as well as Red Deer
and area Agricultural Events. These updates are a great way to
stay in the know on what’s happening in and around the County,
including Agriculture Services tours, events and workshops.
Email agriculture@rdcounty.ca to sign-up!

ASB Sponsorship and Events

Red Deer County’s Agricultural Service Board actively supports
Agriculture Education & Awareness through sponsorship of
agricultural education and awareness programs, events and
activities.
Sponsored organizations, programs, events, and activities have
included:
• Young Farmers Workshops
• Aspen Ranch Farm Safety Camps
• Farm Safety Centre
• AFAC - Alberta Farm Animal Care
• Technical Large Animal Emergency Rescue Training - Olds
College
• CASA - Grain Safety Program (Grain Entrapment Trailer)
• CAP - Classroom Ag Program
• Alberta Invasive Species Council
• NAISMA - North American Invasive Species Council
• Ladies Livestock Lessons
• Ranching Opportunities Conference

Agricultural Training Sponsorship

Red Deer County residents are eligible for reimbursement (50%
of course fee, up to $200) of agricultural or safety related course
training costs through the Agricultural Training Sponsorship
Program. The program, which is sponsored by the Red Deer
County Agricultural Service Board, works to support and
encourage agricultural and safety training for County residents.
Eligible course and conferences include: First Aid, Lift truck,
Chainsaw operation, ATV/UTV, Agricultural related courses,
events, and conferences. Some restrictions apply. Certificate,
Diploma, and Degree level courses are not eligible. Visit www.
rdcounty.ca to learn more or contact the Agricultural Services
Department at 403.342.8654 or agriculture@rdcounty.ca

AGRI-TRADE COUNTY NEWS REPORTER PROGRAM
The Red Deer County Agricultural Service Board sponsored the Agri-Trade County News Reporter (ATCNR) program
from 2012 to 2017, with the generous support of the Agri-Trade Equipment Expo. The program invited students from the
six Red Deer County Chinooks Edge School Division High Schools to attend Agri-Trade and write an article on the event.
Schools chose the First and Second place articles for their schools ($400 and $200 awards respectively), with all First
place articles being eligible for the program Grand Prize of an additional $600.
Over $16,000 was awarded to participating students over the course of the ATCNR program and hundreds of students
attended Agri-Trade, all with the purpose of introducing youth to Alberta’s second largest industry, Agriculture. 2017 was
the final year for the ATCNR program. It is being replaced with the Youth For Agriculture Award. Congratulations to Atlantis
Berggren from Bowden Grandview School, our 2017 Grand Prize Winner!

From Farm To Phone
By: Atlantis Berggren

Not unlike the rest of the world, the smartphone has made its way into all aspects of life, not
excluding the agriculture sector. Companies new and old have shifted towards smartphone
apps and technologies to give users easier accessibility. This week, November 8 to 11,
marks the arrival of the annual Agri-Trade Equipment Expo. Until Saturday you can head to
Westerner Park and take in the four hundred and seventy different exhibits. These vendors
range from equipment sales to farm management and accessibility.
It seems that there is an app for everything these days and this proves true at Agri-Trade.
There is a new approach to farming that has been created by the usage of smartphone
apps. There are a variety of apps available to farmers all with very different approaches to
improve farm life. Vendors such as Farmlead.com and Farm At Hand are online tools that
were seen at Agri-Trade in Red Deer this week. Both of these tools aim to help farmers in
one way or another. Farmlead.com is an online marketplace that allows farmers to sell their product for a price they want.
Not only can you sell from this marketplace but you can also purchase from other local farmers or worldwide. Lawrence
Quan from Farmlead.com states that farmers using their app have seen up to a 6% increase in the price of their grain.
This program’s main goal is to increase farmers net profit and economic standing by, “giving power back to the farmer,” in
their negotiations and pricing.
Another app based company, Farm at Hand, is focused on creating a more manageable and profitable farm. In doing this,
created a platform to keep track of what’s planted in a field or a stored in a bin, when they seeded or made a sale, etc. In
the end, they aim create an ongoing record of farm life to prevent costly mistakes. For example knowing what was planted
in every field can prevent uncertainty. Both of these farming based technologies intend to create an easier and more
profitable industry.
Technology in farming is increasing at a rapid rate with new ways to enhance farming lifestyle. Troy Hunter, from Decisive
Farming, believes that technology will be leading the agriculture industry going forward. Social media platforms, such as
Facebook, have created an online community where farmers can come together to share and compare tips. The world is
moving towards a technology-based society and it is hard not to move with it. With tools such as GPS, soil sensors, and
smartphone apps it is clear that technology will soon be unavoidable in the near future.
Atlantis Berggren is a grade twelve student, who has attended Bowden Grandview School since kindergarten. Although she values her rural roots and community, she
is excited to venture off into the wider global community. Atlantis has been involved with dance her entire life and it has brought her on many travel experiences. These
experiences include dancing on a cruise ship and also in a Disneyland parade. She values new experiences which have inspired future plans and career choices. Atlantis
hopes to pursue a career in medicine, specializing either in pediatrics or oncology. This journey begins the Fall of 2018 attending the University of Calgary in the Bachelor of
Science program. Atlantis hopes that by becoming a doctor she may eventually get involved with Doctors Without Borders, combining her love of travel, medicine and helping
others.
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ENTREPRENEURIAL AGRICULTURE TOUR
The Entrepreneurial Agriculture Tour (EA Tour) is an annual event
proudly hosted by the Agriculture Services Board as a way to
showcase local farm and agricultural operations in Red Deer County.
The EA Tour provides urban and rural residents an opportunity
to explore local farms and agricultural operations, observe how
technology plays a role and to understand the background effort that is
involved in our food production.
Our 15th Annual EA Tour was held on August 2, 2017, and featured
stops at local beef, dairy, hog and crop production farms, along with a
malting facility. Over the 15 years of the tour, we have explored over
80 different local tour stops, including everything from cheese factories
and dairies to flower, bee, and sprout operations.
The tour day, which is held in the beginning of August, includes a
catered lunch and guests travel in comfort on two professionally-driven
coach buses. Tickets are limited and the event sells out fast, so watch
for advertisements in the County News starting in June, and get your
tickets early!
If you are a Red Deer County producer that would like to be
showcased in an upcoming EA Tour, or if you would like to suggest a
great tour stop for the next tour, please contact us at
agriculture@rdcounty.ca

RED DEER COUNTY’S AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD

YOUTH FOR AGRICULTURE AWARD
ATTENTION RED DEER COUNTY RESIDENTS AGES 13 TO 18!

YOU COULD WIN UP TO $1000!
SHOW US YOUR CREATIVITY & PASSION FOR AGRICULTURE!

To enter, youths will need to submit an article or video on the agricultural topic of the year. Submissions will be judged
on content, presentation, and topic relevancy. Senior and Junior age categories. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in each
age category. Visit www.rdcounty.ca for more information, including article and video requirements, and program
guidelines. 2018 Topic: The Future of Agriculture in Red Deer County.
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